[Tyrosine kinases as targets of cancer therapy: from disbelief to Lazarus responses].
Tyrosine kinase inhibitors have proved to be effective and well-tolerated anticancer drugs. They are used successfully even for the treatment of cancers that exhibit only modest treatment outcomes with conventional cytotoxic drugs. Treatment responses may continue for several years, and sometimes tyrosine kinases are beneficial also as adjuvant therapy following cancer operation. A requirement for the drugs to be effective is, however, that the kinases to be inhibited play a central role in the development and progression of the tumor. In addition, the development of acquired drug resistance during treatment is common.